
171 Writing Prompts From the 2025-26 School Year 
 

​​ Questions for Narrative and Personal Writing​
​
1. What Is a Day in Your Life Like?​
2. How Are Your Teachers Handling Writing in the Age of A.I.?​
3. Do You Wish You Could Break Free From Your Phone?​
4. What’s Your Perfect Saturday?​
5. How Do You Handle Rejection?​
6. What Is Your Creative Outlet?​
7. Have You Ever Competed on a Team?​
8. Do You Want to Get Married Someday?​
9. What Makes You Laugh?​
10. Do You Feel Too Much Academic Pressure?​
11. What Is Good in Your Life Lately?​
12. What Is Your Time Personality?​
13. Do Your Parents Ever Play Favorites?​
14. Does the Fear of Being ‘Cringe’ Ever Hold You Back?​
15. What Would You Write in a Letter to Your Future Self?​
16. What Role Does Music Play in Your Life?​
17. What Story From Your Life Can You Tell in 100 Words?​
18. What Would You Be Willing to Wait in a Really Long Line For?​
19. How Have Pets Made Your Life Better?​
20. What’s on Your Summer Bucket List?​
21. What Are Your Biggest Pet Peeves?​
22. Do You Ever Feel Pressure to Be Perfect?​
23. What Brings You Joy?​
24. If You Were Given a One-Way Ticket to Mars, Would You Go?​
25. What Are Your Favorite Holiday Traditions?​
26. Are You a Fan of Anime?​
27. What Problem in Your Community Would You Want to Address?​
28. Do People Ever Mispronounce Your Name?​
29. Where Do You Gather and Find Community Outside of School?​
30. What Memorable Animals Have You Seen in the Wild?​
31. How Did You Grow and Change This School Year?​
32. When Do You Write by Hand?​
33. What’s the Ultimate Symbol of Your Hometown?​
34. What’s Your Ideal Summer Job?​
35. What Have You Learned From Playing Games?​
36. How Good Are You at Starting Conversations?​
37. Would You Want to Be a Farmer?​
38. Do You Love Learning About History?​
39. Has the Rise of A.I. Changed Your Career Plans?​
40. Are You a Fan of Film Adaptations of Video Games?​

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/25/learning/what-is-a-day-in-your-life-like.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/05/learning/how-are-your-teachers-handling-writing-in-the-age-of-ai.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/11/learning/do-you-wish-you-could-break-free-from-your-phone.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/15/learning/whats-your-perfect-saturday.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/10/learning/how-do-you-handle-rejection.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/09/learning/what-is-your-creative-outlet.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/24/learning/have-you-ever-competed-on-a-team.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/13/learning/do-you-want-to-get-married-someday.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/23/learning/what-makes-you-laugh.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/19/learning/do-you-feel-too-much-academic-pressure.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/23/learning/what-is-good-in-your-life-lately.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/22/learning/what-is-your-time-personality.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/16/learning/do-your-parents-ever-play-favorites.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/learning/does-the-fear-of-being-cringe-ever-hold-you-back.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/03/learning/what-would-you-write-in-a-letter-to-your-future-self.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/20/learning/what-role-does-music-play-in-your-life.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/20/learning/what-story-from-your-life-can-you-tell-in-100-words.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/12/learning/what-would-you-be-willing-to-wait-in-a-really-long-line-for.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/13/learning/how-have-pets-made-your-life-better.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/22/learning/whats-on-your-summer-bucket-list.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/03/learning/what-are-your-biggest-pet-peeves.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/06/learning/do-you-ever-feel-pressure-to-be-perfect.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/26/learning/what-brings-you-joy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/28/learning/if-you-were-given-a-one-way-ticket-to-mars-would-you-go.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/17/learning/what-are-your-favorite-holiday-traditions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/17/learning/are-you-a-fan-of-anime.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/21/learning/what-problem-in-your-community-would-you-want-to-address.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/09/learning/do-people-ever-mispronounce-your-name.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/18/learning/where-do-you-gather-and-find-community-outside-of-school.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/27/learning/whats-your-ideal-summer-job.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/24/learning/what-have-you-learned-from-playing-games.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/22/learning/how-good-are-you-at-starting-conversations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/21/learning/would-you-want-to-be-a-farmer.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/09/learning/are-you-a-fan-of-film-adaptations-of-video-games.html


41. Do You Spend Too Much Time Wearing Headphones?​
42. Who Are the ‘Human Mood-Lifters’ in Your Life?​
43. How Important Are Artists to a Community?​
44. Do You Like Amusement Parks?​
45. What’s Your Morning Routine?​
46. Have You Ever Turned Another Person’s Trash Into Your Own Treasure?​
47. What’s the Coolest, Strangest or Most Valuable Thing You’ve Ever Found?​
48. What’s Your Favorite Season?​
49. Are You Nostalgic for the Past?​
50. What Do You Own That Holds a Special Meaning or Memory?​
51. Who Are the Women Who Have Shaped and Inspired You?​
52. What Acts of Heroism Have You Witnessed or Performed?​
53. What Author Would You Most Like to Meet?​
54. Do You Have Good Listening Skills?​
55. Would You Go to a Concert With Your Dad? (Yes, Your Dad!)​
56. What Cultural or Family Traditions Are Important to You?​
57. What Were Your Favorite Moments From the 2026 Winter Olympics?​
58. Where Do You Go to Get Away From It All?​
59. Could You Ditch Your Phone for a Week?​
60. Do You Prefer Home-Cooked Meals, Restaurant Dining or Takeout?​
61. What Love in Your Life Are You Grateful For?​
62. What’s the Best Advice You Have Ever Received?​
63. Could You Spend Three Hours Looking at Just One Work of Art?​
64. How Do You Find Out What’s Happening in Your Community?​
65. What Do Books and Reading Mean to You?​
66. How Do You Feel About Snowstorms?​
67. What Was the Theme of Your Summer?​
68. What Is Beautiful to You?​
69. What Helps You Feel Better When You Are Stressed or Overwhelmed?​
70. Would You Want to Be a D.J.?​
71. Where in the World Would You Most Like to Travel?​
72. What’s the Best Gift You’ve Ever Received?​
73. Are You Too Judgmental?​
74. Would You Ever Want to Explore Antarctica?​
75. Are the Snacks at Your School Healthy?​
76. How Do You Shop?​
77. What TV Show or Other Entertainment Brings Your Family Together?​
78. What Little Victory Would You Like to Celebrate?​
79. What Experiences Have Helped Build Your Confidence?​
80. Do You Collect Fan Memorabilia?​
81. What Have You Always Wanted to Know About an Older Family Member?​
82. What’s Interesting About the Place Where You Live?​
83. If You Could Design Any Museum Exhibition, What Would It Be?​
84. Are You Too Hard on Yourself?​

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/18/learning/do-you-spend-too-much-time-wearing-headphones.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/03/learning/who-are-the-human-mood-lifters-in-your-life.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/17/learning/have-you-ever-turned-another-persons-trash-into-your-own-treasure.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/08/learning/whats-the-coolest-strangest-or-most-valuable-thing-youve-ever-found.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/30/learning/whats-your-favorite-season.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/16/learning/are-you-nostalgic-for-the-past.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/12/learning/what-do-you-own-that-holds-a-special-meaning-or-memory.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/10/learning/who-are-the-women-who-have-shaped-and-inspired-you.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/06/learning/what-author-would-you-most-like-to-meet.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/27/learning/would-you-go-to-a-concert-with-your-dad-yes-your-dad.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/26/learning/what-cultural-or-family-traditions-are-important-to-you.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/24/learning/what-were-your-favorite-moments-from-the-2026-winter-olympics.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/20/learning/where-do-you-go-to-get-away-from-it-all.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/18/learning/could-you-ditch-your-phone-for-a-week.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/13/learning/do-you-prefer-home-cooked-meals-restaurant-dining-or-takeout.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/11/learning/what-love-in-your-life-are-you-grateful-for.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/06/learning/whats-the-best-advice-you-have-ever-received.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/14/learning/could-you-spend-three-hours-looking-at-just-one-work-of-art.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/02/learning/what-experiences-have-helped-build-your-confidence.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/20/learning/do-you-collect-fan-memorabilia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/25/learning/what-have-you-always-wanted-to-know-about-an-older-family-member.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/17/learning/whats-interesting-about-the-place-where-you-live.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/07/learning/if-you-could-design-any-museum-exhibition-what-would-it-be.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/03/learning/are-you-too-hard-on-yourself.html


85. Do You Have Any Cross-Generational Relationships?​
86. Take a Walk in Your Hometown. How Would You Change the Place Where You Live?​
 87. What’s Your Advice for Building and Maintaining Healthy Relationships?​
88. If You Could Create Your Own School, What Would It Be Like?​
89. How Common Are Curse Words in Your World?​
90. Would You Ever Want to Run for Office?​
91. What Are Your Fall Rituals and Traditions?​
92. What Business Would You Want to Start?​
93. How Do You Feel About Driverless Cars?​
94. Do You Enjoy Small Talk?​
95. What Animal Would You Like to Learn More About?​
96. What Concert, Past or Present, Would You Most Like to Have Seen?​
97. How Do You Document and Save Your Memories?​
98. Are You a Picky Eater?​
99. How Mentally Tough Are You?​
100. Do You Ever Feel Like You Are Hiding Your True Self?​
101. What Questions Would You Ask Your Pet if You Could?​
102. Would You Want to Work With Your Parents? 

​​  
​​ Questions for Debate and Persuasive Writing 
​​  
​​ 103. How Young Is Too Young for Skin Care?​

104. Should Schools Limit the Number of A’s That Teachers Can Give?​
105. Should Social Media Companies Be Held Responsible for Teens’ Mental Health 
Struggles?​
106. Would You Want a Robot Teacher?​
107. Are Youth Sports Getting Too Expensive?​
108. Should Parents Be Held Responsible for School Shootings?​
109. What Is Your Reaction to President Trump’s Aggressive Tactics to Deport 
Undocumented Immigrants?​
110. Do We All Need a Little More Boredom in Our Lives?​
111. Are Parents Doing Too Much?​
112. Would You Clone Your Pet?​
113. Is It OK to Alter Photos of Yourself to Look Better Online?​
114. What Gives You Hope That Your Generation Can Change the World for the Better?​
115. How Concerned Are You About Political Violence in America?​
116. What Are Your Thoughts About A.I.? A Forum for Teenagers and Educators​
117. How Would You Improve School Lunch?​
118. Should You Be Able to Bet on Anything?​
119. What Retro Hobby Would You Like to See Make a Comeback?​
120. What Do You Think About ‘Teen Takeovers’?​
121. Boys Are Spending More Time Gaming. Is That a Problem?​
122. Should 16-Year-Olds Be Allowed to Vote?​
123. Do You Pay Attention to Whether What You Buy Is Made Ethically?​

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/08/learning/do-you-have-any-cross-generational-relationships.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/02/learning/take-a-walk-in-your-hometown-how-would-you-change-the-place-where-you-live.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/27/learning/whats-your-advice-for-building-and-maintaining-healthy-relationships.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/30/learning/if-you-could-create-your-own-school-what-would-it-be-like.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/22/learning/how-common-are-curse-words-in-your-world.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/10/learning/would-you-ever-want-to-run-for-office.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/17/learning/what-are-your-fall-rituals-and-traditions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/09/learning/what-business-would-you-want-to-start.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/07/learning/how-do-you-feel-about-driverless-cars.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/02/learning/do-you-enjoy-small-talk.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/06/learning/what-animal-would-you-like-to-learn-more-about.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/01/learning/what-concert-past-or-present-would-you-most-like-to-have-seen.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/19/learning/how-do-you-document-and-save-your-memories.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/15/learning/how-mentally-tough-are-you.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/29/learning/do-you-ever-feel-like-you-are-hiding-your-true-self.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/10/learning/what-questions-would-you-ask-your-pet-if-you-could.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/05/learning/would-you-want-to-work-with-your-parents.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/04/learning/how-young-is-too-young-for-skin-care.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/12/learning/should-schools-limit-the-number-of-as-that-teachers-can-give.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/05/learning/should-social-media-companies-be-held-responsible-for-teens-mental-health-struggles.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/05/learning/should-social-media-companies-be-held-responsible-for-teens-mental-health-struggles.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/02/learning/would-you-want-a-robot-teacher.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/11/learning/should-parents-be-held-responsible-for-school-shootings.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/05/learning/what-is-your-reaction-to-president-trumps-aggressive-tactics-to-deport-undocumented-immigrants.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/05/learning/what-is-your-reaction-to-president-trumps-aggressive-tactics-to-deport-undocumented-immigrants.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/26/learning/do-we-all-need-a-little-more-boredom-in-our-lives.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/23/learning/what-gives-you-hope-that-your-generation-can-change-the-world-for-the-better.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/12/learning/how-concerned-are-you-about-political-violence-in-america.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/05/learning/what-are-your-thoughts-about-ai-a-forum-for-teenagers-and-educators.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/18/learning/how-would-you-improve-school-lunch.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/01/learning/should-you-be-able-to-bet-on-anything.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/19/learning/what-retro-hobby-would-you-like-to-see-make-a-comeback.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/14/learning/what-do-you-think-about-teen-takeovers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/07/learning/boys-are-spending-more-time-gaming-is-that-a-problem.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/04/learning/should-16-year-olds-be-allowed-to-vote.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/learning/do-you-pay-attention-to-whether-what-you-buy-is-made-ethically.html


124. What’s the Most Impressive Sports Performance You’ve Ever Seen?​
125. Is Flag Football the Future of the Sport?​
126. What Advice Do You Have for the Graduates of 2026?​
127. How Important Are Artists to a Community?​
128. What Is Your Reaction to the Supreme Court’s Recent Voting Rights Ruling?​
129. Who Is the Greatest Living Songwriter?​
130. What’s Your Reaction to Super Bowl LX?​
131. What’s Too Young for Child Athletes to Have Personal Trainers?​
132. Is It OK to Record People Without Their Knowledge?​
133. What Does Current Slang Reveal About Your Generation?​
134. How Should Schools Respond to Antisemitism and Islamophobia?​
135. Should Child Care Be Free for All Families?​
136. What Do You Think About the U.S. Sending Astronauts to the Moon Again?​
137. What Is Your Reaction to the Fatal ICE Shooting in Minneapolis?​
138. How Young Is Too Young to Get a Smartphone?​
139. Should U.S. History Classes Present the Country as ‘Good’ and ‘Special’ or 
‘Fundamentally Imperfect’?​
140. Is There Too Much Screen Time in School?​
141. The War in Iran: A Place for Student Questions and Reactions​
142. Which Old-Fashioned Word Would You Bring Back?​
143. What Is Your Reaction to the Trump Administration Ending the Government’s 
Power to Fight Climate Change?​
144. What Is Your Reaction to the National Park Service Deleting Aspects of American 
History?​
145. Should Children Learn Cursive in School?​
146. After a Second Killing in Minneapolis, How Are You Feeling About Where America 
Is Heading?​
147. What Hobby Would You Like to See Become Cool Again?​
148. Is Ending a Text Message With a Period Too Harsh?​
149. What Is Your Reaction to President Trump’s Campaign to Seize Greenland?​
150. Bests, Worsts and Mosts: What Are Your 2025 Superlatives?​
151. What’s Your Reaction to the U.S. Military Operation in Venezuela?​
152. What Gives You Hope in 2026?​
153. How Should Parents Talk to Their Children About Wealth Inequality?​
154. Should We Dress Up More When We Travel?​
155. Should Some Places Be ‘Phone-Free’?​
156. Does Listening to an Audiobook Count as Reading?​
157. Should Buses Be Free?​
158. Should We Still Label Children as ‘Gifted’?​
159. What Is Your Reaction to the Cease-Fire Deal Between Israel and Hamas?​
160. The Penny Is Dead. Will You Miss It?​
161. Does Rock Music Still Matter?​
162. Do Technology Bans Work for Teenagers? 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/28/learning/is-it-ok-to-record-people-without-their-knowledge.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/20/learning/what-does-current-slang-reveal-about-your-generation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/14/learning/how-should-schools-respond-to-antisemitism-and-islamophobia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/10/learning/should-child-care-be-free-for-all-families.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/06/learning/what-do-you-think-about-the-us-sending-astronauts-to-the-moon-again.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/12/learning/what-is-your-reaction-to-the-fatal-ice-shooting-in-minneapolis.html
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